CONST[TUT[bﬂ AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

|

;| DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA

Chincoteague, Unit #159

ﬁo Box 141, Chincoteague Island, VA 23336

| PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we as}sociate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold
and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order: to
foster and perpetuate a oni hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and
incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the
community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to
make right the master of might; to promote peace and goodwill on earth; to safeguard and
transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to participate in and
contribute to the accomplisq'lment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion; to
consecrate and sanctify our )association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

|
ARTICLE I- NAME 1

CONSTITUTION

The Name of this organizaticin shall be The American Legion Auxiliary, Chincoteague Unit#159,
Department of Virginia. ‘

ARTICLE Il = NATURE |

Section 1. The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Virginia, is a civilian patriotic
service organization that supfmrts the mission of The American Legion.

Section 2. The American Legion Auxiliary shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not
be used for the dissemination of partisan principles nor the promotion of the candidacy of any
person seeking public office c'rr preferment.

ARTICLE NIl — OBJECT |

Section 1. The object pf The American Legion Auxiliary, Chincoteague, unit #1539,
Department of Virginia, shall F'e as stated in the Preamble of the Constitution.

ARTICLE IV — MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY:

Section . Eligibility for membership in The American Legion Auxiliary is determined by The
American Legion. The eligibility requirements from The American Legion governing documents
shall be provided as a footnote to this Constitution for information purposes and shall be
updated as appropriate. ‘



Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the grandmothers, mothers,
sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of The American
Legion, and grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female
descendants of all men and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during
any of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after
December 7, 1941; or who, being citizens of the United States at the time of their entry
therein, served on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with
the United States during any of said periods, and died in the line of duty or after honorable
discharge; and to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The
American Legion. Constitution Amended: August 26, 2019 at 99 National Convention.

a. Both The American Legion and The American Legion Auxiliary do not and never have
discriminated against a person of different sexual orientation for membership.

b. Wartime veterans, both heterosexual and homosexual, who otherwise meet
membership eligibility criteria, are welcome to join The American Legion.

c. Female wartime veterans are also eligible to join The American Legion Auxiliary, and we
proudly welcome our “dual-members.”

d. Spouses and female direct relatives of members of The American Legion are welcome to
join The American Legion Auxiliary.

in the event of some great emergency, such as war, epidemic or disaster, the Executive
Committee shall have authority to determine whether meetings shall be held; a two-thirds vote
shall decide, and the vote may be taken by mail, electronic device, or telephone. In the event, a
meeting is not held the Executive Committee shall have the authority to plan procedures for
conducting all Unit business.

ARTICLE V -UNIT OFFICIERS

Section I. The Unit shail elect annually a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Chaplain, Historian, and Sergeant-at-Arms, who shall serve until their successors or duly
installed or as otherwise provided. No Auxiliary members shall be elected or appointed to hold
the same position as President and Treasurer or President and Secretary/Treasurer in the same
year.

ARTICLE Vi~ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section I. There shall be an Executive Committee, which shall consist of the elected officers and
up to three additional members-at-large elected by the Unit. The term of office for members of
the Executive Committee will be one year.

ARTICLE Vil - AMENDMENTS

Section I. This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a

regular Unit meeting, provided the proposal amendments shall have been read at the previous
meeting.



Section ll. This Constitutid_m shall be automatically amended to conform to the National and

Department Constitution Td Bylaws and Standing Rules of The American Legion Auxiliary.
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‘ BYLAWS
ARTICLE I- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section I. Between meetin'Fs the government and management of this Unit shall be entrusted

to the Executive Committee and all proceedings of said committee shall be presented to the
Unit at the next meeting foF approval.

Section Il. A vacancy existiﬁg in the Executive Committee from any cause other than the
expiration of a term shall be filled by a majority vote of the entire committee. A person so
elected shall hold office for|the unexpired term of the member she succeeds.

Section lll. Five members jthe Executive Board shall constitute a quorum.

Section IV. Special meetings may be called by order of the President or on written request of at
least three members of the ‘IExecutive Committee. Uniform notice of such special meeting shall
be given to all members of the Executive Committee; and except in extreme emergency, shall
be given at least forty-eight hours in advance. At special meetings only business specified shall
be transacted. 1

ARTICLE It — DUTIES OF OFFI}SERS

|
Section I. Duties of the Unit|President: It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all
meetings of the Unit and the Unit Executive Committee; to enforce strict observances of the
Constitution and Bylaws; to appoint members of the standing committees; to create such other
committees and appoint meTnbers thereof as she deems advisable; to perform such other

duties as custom and parliamentary usage require; and to appoint all officers not otherwise
provided for.

i
Section il. Duties of the Uniﬂ\!ice President: The Vice President shall, when called upon, assist
the President, and in their a sence, perform their duties, and shall succeed them in office in
case of death, resignation or removal from office,

Section lil. Duties of the Uni'J__ Secretary: It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the
proceedings and transactian# of all meetings of the Unit; to act as custodian of all books, papers
and records; to keep a record of names and addresses of the members, showing the source of
their eligibility; to send out notices as are directed by the President; to process the
correspondence of the Unit; to keep on file in a comprehensive manner copies of all
correspondence sent and recéived; and perform other duties as shall be required of them by
the President. |



Section IV. Duties of the Unit Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Unit Treasurer to receive all
money belonging to the Unit and to account for them. They shall maintain two separate funds,
namely a General and a Poppy Fund. All poppy donations shall be placed in the Poppy Fund
and used to assist the veteran and their children. They shall keep an accounting of their
receipts and expenditures, making a monthly report thereon and such other reports as may be
deemed necessary by the Unit Executive Committee. Their accounts shall be audited quarterly.
An itemized monthly statement shall be provided at each meeting. They shall pay all bills
before transferring all funds, books and papers belonging to the Unit to their successor.

Section V. Duties of the Unit Chaplain: It shall be the duty of the Unit Chaplain to offer prayer
at the opening and closing of each meeting, and to perform such other duties as President may
direct.

Section VI. Duties of the Unit Historian: It shall be the duty of the Unit Historian to compile
historical records of the Unit and make a report to Department.

Section Vil. Duties of the Unit Sergeant-at-Arms: It shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to
preserve order at the meetings of the Unit and to perform such duties as requested by the
President.

Section VIll. Where deemed necessary, a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary
may be elected to carry on the duties normally performed by the Secretary.

Section IX. The office of Secretary may be combined with that of the Treasurer and called
“Secretary-Treasurer.”

ARTICLE Ili - DUES

Section I. Membership dues shall be paid annually and include Department and National per
capita. Dues may be paid for life per schedule provided by National. The annual membership
dues for this Unit shall as per Department for Seniors and be as set for Juniors paid annually
and shall include the Department and National per capita. Very Important Member
membership is offered to members where applicable.

Section Il. Any member delinquent for as of January 31 of the preceding year shall
automatically be dropped from the rolls and may be reinstated only by paying all back dues or
by re-establishing eligibility and making application as a new member.

ARTICLE IV — UNIT MEETING

Section I. The regular meetings of the Chincoteague Island, Unit #159 Auxiliary Unit shall be

held on the second Tuesday of each month, unless otherwise specified, and shall be called to
order at 7 PM.

Section ll. An annual meeting of this Unit shall be held in the month of May each year for the
purpose of electing officers.



I
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Section lil. Special meetings of the Unit may be called by the President, or by a majority of the
Executive Committee or upon written request of members of the Unit.

Section IV. Seven members shall constitute a quorum at any Unit meeting. However, if the

minimum requirements foq a quorum are not met by the second consecutive Unit meeting, the
Unit may vote on all Unit bpsiness.

|
Section V. Girl State interuipws shall be held in March.

Section VI. Annual reports \]rvill be completed at the regular April meeting upon request.

ARTICLEV — ELECTION |

Section I. The President sh. !I! appoint a Nominating Committee of three members in March of
the election year. Chairpersinn of the Nominating Committee shall be elected by the
Committee. The Chairperso'p will submit a slate of officers at the April meeting. Nominations
from the floor will be accepted at the April and May meeting. Election will take place at the
May meeting and elected Officers will assume duties at the May meeting.

Section ii. Election may be b[y voice if there is only one candidate; but where there is more than
one candidate for the same office, election shall be by ballot of those in attendance and the
majority of votes shall be necessary to elect.

ARTICLE VI — COMMITTEES ~|

Section |. The President shall'l appoint members of the standing committees and create such

other committees and appoir\'t members as deemed necessary. Must be approved by the
general membership. _

|
ARTICLE VIl — TRANSFERS |

Section I. Transfer of membe| hip from one Unit to another in The American Legion Auxiliary

shall be upon application of the member to, and acceptance by the other Unit, in conformity
with National and Departmenf Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIl — DISCIPLINE |

Section |. For any violation of {he Unit, State or National Constitutions, or for conduct improper
and prejudicial to the weifare (ilf The American Legion Auxiliary or The American Legion, any
member may be expelled from membership or any officer removed from office by two-thirds of
the vote cast at a Unit meetiné_ duly called for that purpose, said expulsion or removal to be
binding only in the event said member or officer shall have been given at least fifteen (15) days
notice in writing by the Unit Sekretan,f of the charges and the hearing thereon. Both parties
have the right of appeal to the ‘Lﬁrginia Department Executive Committee and their action
thereon shall be final. The expense of said appeal shall be by the appellant.



ARTICLE IX — PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section |. The Unit organization shall be governed by “Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised,”
on all points not covered by this Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE X — AMENDMENTS

Section I. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a
regular Unit Meeting, provided the proposed amendments shall have been read at the previous
Unit meeting,

Section Il. These Bylaws shall be automatically amended to conform to the National and
Department Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of The American Legion Auxiliary.

ARTICLE X! — FISCAL YEAR

Section I. The Fiscal Year will be January 1 through December 31.

New Business: The National Constitution and the Acts of the National Conventions constitute
the fundamental law of The American Legion Auxiliary and the Department Constitutions. The
acts of the Department Convention and the Department Executive Committees must conform
to them or be rendered null and void. Similarly the Constitution of a Unit must conform to the
Constitution of the Department in which it is located. Any provision of a Unit constitution
which conflicts with the Constitution of the Department or with any action of the Department
Convention or the Department Executive Committee is invalid and without effect. In a few

Departments the adoption of a uniform Unit Constitution and Bylaws prescribed by the
Department is mandatory.

Approved changes to the Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules were voted on and
approved at a regular monthly meeting the 9' day of March, 2021.

Unit President

g T

Pat Till
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l STANDING RULES

Standing Rules are rules al}d regulations for the guidance of an assembly, which have been
adopted, the same as resowution, by a majority vote without previous notice. They are usually
administrative in nature. A Standing Rule may be amended or rescinded by a two-thirds vote,
or if notice has been given, by a majority vote of those present at a meeting. Standing Rules are
usually adopted from time to time, as they are needed, in the form of Resolutions. These rules
are more detailed than the|Constitution and Bylaws. They are to be used to dlarify, but must
remain in agreement with | e Constitution and Bylaws.
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12.

13.

14.

The Unit Treasurer shall pay all Department obligations annually in September.

The Unit Treasurer or an authorized signer may sign checks for disbursement of funds
from the unit treasu}y.

The Unit Secretary .«;l all meet all deadlines for submitting reports.

The Unit Secretary stall send a roster of Unit Officers to District and Department two
weeks following their election.

The Unit Historian shall meet all deadlines for submitting reports.

The Unit President OT designee will represent the Unit at all District and Department
meetings. |

The Unit will providelthe outgoing Unit President with a Past President’s Pin.

The Unit Treasurer wrl! pay State Incorporation renewal fees annually.

The Unit Treasurer w}ll file the annual taxes for the unit by the designated deadline.

. The Unit Treasurer will pay District dues annually.
. The Unit shali support Virginia Girls State by interviewing and selecting candidates

annually. [

The Unit will consideripaying the dues of long-standing members of fifteen or more
years who are unable|to continue their membership without this support. Others will
be considered on a “aL need” basis by a vote of the members.

In order for Unit members attending any Department of Virginia Convention and
Conference to be reimbursed for any travel and/or lodging costs, they must request
approval to attend at fhe regular meeting, held prior to the conference. Members who
request reimbursement must have attended at least one unit meeting per yearly
quarter (one unit meeting every three months) in order to be reimbursed.
Reimbursements require a receipt for the one night lodging. Mileage will be reimbursed
at the going government rate at the time plus tolls (receipt required).

A majority vote of the ercuti\re Committee may expend up to $200.00 without calling
a Special Unit Meeting :fnr emergency purposes. At the meeting following the
expenditures, a detaile'fi accounting must be provided.

Approved changes to the Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules were voted on and approved
at a regular monthly meeting on the 9th day of March, 2021.

Unit President ,

AL s |



